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Last month brought us some familiar faces, with students coming again to the school, but 
for very different reasons.  We had Lissy our work experience student return to us after 
coming to the school last year and really enjoying herself.  You can read her story on page 
4.  We also had a former student return to us as a teacher bringing a group of students.  
Corinne had been to the school more than once when she was younger and also sent her 
son to take a course with us!  It is always good to see previous students again and even 
more exciting when they come for different reasons.

We had the pleasure of hosting agents who had travelled to the 
South West with an English UK Fam (familiarisation) Trip.  It is 
a huge advantage for agents to come to the area and to the 
schools to see first hand what we are offering to students.  To 
learn more about how a fam trip works take a look at page 5.
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A Royal Invitation
Suzanne Sparrow was invited to the spring 
Royal Garden Party at Buckingham Palace 
this month.  The Royal Garden Parties 
are held three times a year and are an 
opportunity for the Royal Family to meet 
and greet a large cross section of British 
society.

Suzanne was introduced to Princess Michael 
of Kent who commented on the colour of 
her blue hat!

A Big Contratulations!
Congratulations to our Student Support Officer, 
Sally and her new husband Fin for ‘tying the knot’ 
(getting married)!  They are both currently both 
enoying their honeymoon after Sally managed to 
fit in competing in a triathlon between her wedding 
and honeymoon!  You can read more about the 
triathlon in the next issue of The Sparrow Times.

Meet & Greet
We were visted by a selection of agents through 
an English UK Fam Trip this month.  It is always 
great to meet potential agents to have the chance 
to introduce ourselves and show them the school 
and Plymouth.  We had some lovely weather and 
were able to take them to the top of Smeatons 
Tower!  This famous landmark provides some 
beautiful views of Plymouth and the sea.  Read 
more about how a fam trip works and also see 
the photos from our recent visit on page 5.
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When you first came to th Suzanne Sparrow School 
as a student, which school did you come with?
When I first came to Suzanne Sparrow School, it 
was thanks to a trip organised by Brest-Plymouth 
Twinning, in the summer of 1986.  I liked it so much 
that I registered for another trip the following year.

Can you remember which homestay you stayed 
with?
I can remember the host family was living in 
Mannamead.  They had two young kids, a boy and a 
girl.  Their house was very close to a park and in the 
evening we used to play there with the kids.

Did you feel like you learnt a lot when you came 
as a student?

We stayed for two weeks, I definitely learnt a lot and it 
made me improve in terms of listening and speaking, 
especially improving my accent.

Was it then that you fell in love with the English 
language?
Absolutely!  I also fell in love with the UK!  I’m a fan 
of British culture and way of life.  Ever since that 1st 
stay, I have spent a minimum of two weeks in the UK 
every year.

What did your son think about his experience at 
the school? 
Four years ago, my eldest son came to Plymouth and 
he came on a school trip with Charles de Foucauld 
High School, Brest.  He really enjoyed it, the morning 

Here at the school we have had many junior students who return to us as adults and many who go on to send 
their own children to us, but we had a group leader who did both of those and then brought a group to us!  We 
took the opportunity to interview her and here is what she said.

Come Again?
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I was a student there for 2 weeks last 
year, I loved those 2 weeks, I have learnt 
a lot and had a really good time. I was 
in class always in a very small group, 
which is very good to learn. The teachers 
knew us very well; they knew what we 
needed to improve and what we wanted 
to learn in particular. We did a lot of 
communication games, and the course 
was very active.
 
This year I have been doing an internship 
in the office for 6 weeks. It is almost 
finished now and I am sad to leave. I 
have learnt a lot during this internship. I 
prepared communication games for the 
courses, contacted homestay providers 
with arrival information and helped 
organize student stays. I had the opportunity to see how the school was working from the other side.  I could 
see everybody doing their best to make sure students have a nice stay. If you have any problem there is always 
someone to listen to you and help you. The Suzanne Sparrow School is not just a school for me, it’s more than 
that, it more like a big family, as everybody knows each other and works together. 

classes as well as the visits and excursions.  He also 
liked very much living the English way of life with his 
homestay hosts.

What do you most enjoy about teaching English?
What I most enjoy about teaching English is 
communicating my love for the language itself and 
making students realise all the opportunities speaking 
English can bring them.

What advice would you give to others who are 
looking to become an English teacher?
You must first of all share a passion for the language 
and the culture of English speaking countries.  It is 
essential to enjoy sharing this passion with young 
people to enthuse them to follow in your footsteps.

Is this the first group you have brought to England?
Yes, this is the first group I have brought to England.  
Our school is one hour’s drive from Roscoff so it was 
easy to get on the ferry to Plymouth.  As both my 
son and I had great memories of our stays, I trusted 
Suzanne Sparrow School to arrange a nice stay for 
our students.

Do you find students benefit from learning the 
language in England?
They definitely benefit from learning English in 
England!  It’s a great opportunity to be taught by 
native speakers.  Being in small groups allow them 
to practice more and gain confidence.  They discover 
they know enough to understand and be understood 
by their hosts or during excursions or shopping 
sessions.

Suzanne Sparrow School: What a great school! 
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A great way to come and meet us all at the 
Suzanne Sparrow Language School

"Fam Trip" is a short name for "Familiarisation Trip". 
The purpose of the trip is to give you a "snapshot" 
look at the region and all of the schools in a single 
trip. This enables you to see firsthand exactly what 
goes on and gives you a genuine feel for the place 
so you can recommend it to your customers (if you 
are an agent) or employees (if you are a company 
Training Manager).

In the South West we have famtrips 2 or 3 times 
a year giving you plenty of opportunity to visit the 
schools which interest you.

So why not just read the brochures? Remember 
when as a child you visited places on holiday? You 
never forget them - every little detail, the smell of 
the fresh air, the taste of the food. That's why we 
like you to come and visit us, don't just read the 
brochures.

How do they work?

Usually these trips last for 4 or 5 days depending 
usually on your needs and interests and the size 
of the group visiting. English UK arrange and pay 
for all your travel from point of arrival in the UK 
to point of departure, as well as accommodation 
in single bedrooms with private bathroom, and all 
meals. 

All you need to do is to get yourself to the UK 
(usually London Heathrow Airport) and home 
again.  You will be our guest for a few days and 
shown around the region, including all the schools 
that fulfil your needs.

When can I come?

We usually arrange three scheduled trips each 
year - one in March one in September and one in 
November. These trips usually have between 10 
and 15 agents from a wide variety of countries. 

English UK 
Famtrips for 
Agents



Alternatively, if you want to come at any other 
time, just let us know and we can make the same 
arrangements when it suits you. This could be 
by yourself, or you could get together with other 
local agents or training managers and have a visit 
for a small group of say 2 - 4 people. 

We would be very happy to offer full board 

accommodation with one of our homestay 
providers so you can have a taste at first hand of 
what a student experiences. Everyone is welcome 
to visit - as our guest - whenever you want! 

We have built some wonderful working 
relationships with fam trip visitors in the past and 
look forward to meeting you!

It is my first trip to the 
UK ever and I am totally 

fascinated with the people. It 
is the main treasure here.

Stunning nature and 
beautiful beaches, friendly, 

welcoming people and great 
English language schools.

Suprisingly beautiful 
and friendly

Quotes from our most recent Fam Trip

- Vanja Savic 

- Clara Reis

- Iryna Chervona
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Recipe of the Month

Ingredients

• 6 oz (175 g) golden caster sugar 
• 3 large egg whites 
• 1 lb (450 g) fresh strawberries, 

hulled 
• 1 rounded tablespoon unrefined 

icing sugar 
• 1 pint (570 ml) double cream 

Eton Mess

This recipe was inspired by the strawberry-and-cream dessert traditionally served at Eton 
College on 4 June It is great for nervous meringue makers – because the meringues are 
broken up and it doesn’t matter if they weep, crack or collapse. Don’t forget to make the 
meringues the day before you want to serve the pudding.

Method
• Measure out the caster sugar, then place the egg whites 

in a clean bowl and whisk until they form soft peaks. Add 
the caster sugar, a tablespoon at a time, and continue to 
whisk until each tablespoon of sugar has been thoroughly 
whisked in.

• Take rounded dessertspoonfuls of the mixture and place 
them in rows on the lined baking tray. Place the baking 
tray in the oven on the centre shelf, turn the heat down to 
gas mark 1, 275°F (140°C) and leave the meringues there 
for 1 hour.

• Turn the oven off and leave the meringues in the oven 
to dry out overnight, or until the oven is completely cold.

• Chop the strawberries into small pieces and whip up 
the double cream to the floppy stage. Roughly break up 
the meringue and place in a large mixing bowl, add the 
chopped strawberries, then fold the cream in and around 
them

• Pile the whole lot into a serving dish or individual glass, 
sprinkle with icing sugar and serve cold.

Additional
Pre-heat the oven to gas mark 2, 
300°f (150°c).

Equipment
You will also need a baking tray 
measuring 11 x 16 inches (28 x 40 
cm), lined with non-stick silicone 
paper (parchment).



 

Puzzle Corner

How many words do you know the meaning of?

BUDGIE
CAT
DOG
FISH
GUINEA PIG

HORSE
KITTEN
LIZARD
MOUSE
PARROT

PUPPY
RABBIT
SNAKE
TORTOISE

Finish the sentences using the following words:
boring, camera, tomorrow, guitar, keys, volume, bed, yellow, puppy, marathon

H K C D G X J L Z T C H I A S F Z K I L  
G I Y I I S U M J O X P Y K R B M P Y L  
U T J M L O A W Z R P D J C H G F Q S R  
I T Q L V B T U D T A Z W M J X Q Q D G  
H E Y B S E J H W O R U L W Y N S I U Y  
T N Y N S G J M R I R W N P M W S C L K  
F Y G R C I U T A S O M P D J E C S W I  
K H O U D H H Z B E T U T X M A X N S Y  
D H K I I Z R H B N P A B H B X O A E W  
Y R E J M N S S I P C A B K D I F K W S  
J B U D G I E T T E Q H W X A Q Y E N J  
H E S J F J A A R D F B I G R I S S D X  
B S J T Z C Q U P L D G J E M U J W N X  
H B P O I D O I K I F W T L O U S Y N P  
N H J D N K K T H Z G S Z M Z F R E U T  
S U E R O C S D E A C Q K X J C Q R K J  
O T E H S G I B E R Y D P X J J G V A N  
P S D W E O V C U D V T V S A E E T H J  
O N E R S I D M Z I K U Z D M S S U W C  
S C U P R G R N R Y B Q U A M F P H P K

1. I’m learning to play the ____________________.

2. It's going to be windy ____________________.

3. I like reading before going to ____________________.

4. I went to the pet store to buy a ____________________.

5. This movie is ____________________.

6. I'm training for a ____________________.

7. Please turn down the ____________________.

8. Where are my car ____________________?

9. My favorite color is ____________________.

10. I love taking photos with my ____________________.



What’s on
CINEMA LIVE SPORT

COMEDY
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AlICE THROUGH THE lOOKING GlASS:  Now a 
little older and wiser, Alice returns to Wonderland 
to save the Mad Hatter from the evil Lord of Time.

TEENAGE MUTANT NINjA TURTlES 2: New York 
has a big problem. From Shredder to Krang and 
a pair of mutants called Bebop and Rocksteady; 
the Turtles have got their work cut out if they are 
to save their city this time.

WARCRAFT: THE BEGINNING: Legendary Pictures’ 
‘Warcraft’, a 3D epic adventure of world-colliding 
conflict based upon Blizzard Entertainment’s 
globally-renowned universe, will be directed by 
Duncan Jones.

INDEPENDENCE DAY: RESURGENCE:  It’s been 20 
years since the first invasion, but the aliens aren’t 
about to give up on destroying Earth just yet…

Ticket prices – approx. £10.50 /adult. For 
bookings and performance times please visit www.
myvue.com 

Ticket prices – approx. £4 - £6/adult. For 
bookings and performance times please visit www.
reelcinemas.co.uk   

WIMBlEDON
Monday 27th June – Sunday 10th July- Free
Feel the tension from Centre Court with live 
screenings from Wimbledon on the big screen. 
Sponsored by Virgin Active.

This is a great way to enjoy the British summer in 
front of the greatest tennis players in the world. 
With tennis displays, refreshments and seating 
available, these matches offer fun for all the family 
and an opportunity to bring down a picnic and 
spend quality time with friends and family in the 
city centre.

COMEDY NIGHT
Wednesday 1st June at 2000
A monthly dose of the best in stand-up on the UK 
circuit. On the first Wednesday of every month. 
Tickets £10
Box Office: http://www.barbicantheatre.co.uk/b-
bar-booking 

Wimbledon showing on the big screen in the city centre



SHOWS OTHER EVENTS
GUYS AND DOllS
Thursday 2nd June at 1930 at Theatre Royal.
The sizzling New York tale of gamblers, gangsters 
and nightclub singers will leave you ‘walking on air’ 
(Daily Telegraph) with a glorious evening featuring 
some of Broadway’s greatest show-stopping tunes, 
including Luck be a Lady, Sit Down You’re Rockin’ 
the Boat and My Time of Day.
Tickets: £10
Bookings: See Georgian in the office 

CHITTY CHITTY BANG BANG
Thursday 16th June at 1930 at Theatre Royal.
Having broken all box office records in the West 
End, this fun-filled production from the team that 
brought you Fiddler on the Roof and The King and 
I promises laughs and magic galore – and Chitty 
herself!
Tickets - £10
Bookings: See Georgian in the office

BREAKFAST AT TIFFANY’S
Thursday 23rd June at 1930 at Theatre Royal.
Adapted by Pulitzer Prize finalist and Tony 
and Olivier Award-winning playwright Richard 
Greenberg and directed by Nikolai Foster, this 
tale of vivacious, good-time girl Holly Golightly 
and her fantastical existence in 1940s New York 
City, is told through the eyes of a young writer, 
completely fascinated by this exquisite extrovert 
who every woman wants to be, and every man 
wants to be with.
Tickets - £10
Bookings: See Georgian in the office

PlYMOUTH UNITY FESTIvAl
Saturday 4th June  – Sunday 15th June - Free
People of all ages, backgrounds and communities 
unite for a giant music and culture extravaganza on 
the city’s waterfront. UFest transforms Plymouth 
Hoe every year as live bands take to the stage 
throughout the weekend.

• LIVE! Music
• Café UNPLUGGED! - hosted by Abi Jopson with 

Esther Cole
• Bouncing CRAZY! - bouncy castles galore
• ZORB bubble football
• Simon Thomas - Escapologist Extraordinaire
• Large Marquee FULL of local table top sellers 

and community groups
• Rodgers of Plymouth Motor Show
• “Ponies” on Parade - rides for adults and 

children alike
• WAVE! Bus
• Bev’s Children’s Extravaganza
• Magical Faces Face Painters

FUNKY llAMA FESTIvAl
Saturday 11th June on Plymouth Hoe - Free
The Funky Llama Festival is a fully accessible event 
with a range of delicious festival food stalls and 
a fully licensed bar available throughout the day.
Funky Llama challenges stereotypes and celebrates 
the creative talents of adults with different abilities. 
It involves large scale performing arts and social 
events as well as increasing the amount of arts 
opportunities available throughout the region.
This year’s inclusive urban festival on Plymouth 
Hoe promises to be bigger and funkier than ever 
before.

QUEEN’S 90TH BIRTHDAY TEA PARTY
Sunday 12th June at the Royal William Yard- Free
Join us on the lawn to celebrate the Queen’s 90th 
Birthday! There will be a Brass Band and a whole 
host of food stalls selling quintessential English 
food from sausage rolls and cakes to ice cream 
and pasties. Bring along a picnic blanket and join 
in the fun!



Through the Lens

Photo Competition
To see your photo here enter our photo competition, 
the winner will have pride of place on our magazine.

Send your photos to thetimes@sparrow.co.uk

WINNER!
This month’s winner 
of Through the Lens 
is Kathryn Hawken! 
Well done Kathryn!


