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Web:     www.sparrow.co.uk
Magazine Email:   thetimes@sparrow.co.uk
Admissions Email:  study@sparrow.co.uk
Telephone:   +44 1752 222700

In this edition of The Sparrow Times we celebrate the 
British Firework Championships and we have a feature 
on the Spanish agency - Educare - who have been sending 
students to the school since 1979.

Our monthly feature “in conversation with”, features 
one of our language school teachers – Louise Kingdom. 
Louise shares with us some of her passions and a top tip 
for language students.

As ever, please feel free to contact me with your photo 
competition entries and any stories you have. I am more 
than happy to hear from staff and students, past and 
present that have stories to share in The Sparrow Times.

Welcome

My heartfelt thanks go to all the teachers and staff, 
who have worked so hard over this busy summer 
period. 

I would also like to thank all of our homestay 
providers, who provide wonderful accomodation, 
not to mention a safe and secure environment, for 
our students from around the world. 

Thank you all, your efforts are greatly appreciated! 

Shayne House
Editor

Contact Us

Suzanne Sparrow
Chairman
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News

Thomas William Luscombe

WElCoME To ThE World 
ThoMAS WilliAM lUSCoMbE 

3

CovEr STory
SArAh SMAlldon - ArTiST

sarahsmalldon.com

A big thank you to Sarah Smalldon for her 
contribution to this month’s Sparrow Times.

Sarah is a Fine Artist & Illustrator living in 
Plymouth. She is best known for her portraits 
of houses, buildings and intricate line drawings. 

Sarah works in a variety of media including 
watercolour, pen, pencil and acrylic. She also 
carves lino, paints large abstract canvases and 
creates wall murals.

Sarah Graduated in 2011 from Plymouth 
College of Art with a first class honours degree 
in fine art and received the Ben Hartley Fine Art 
Award in the same year. 

Regular  readers will be aware that Kelly 
is currently on Maternity Leave. We have 
documentary evidence that this is in fact the 
case (see photo). Thomas William Luscombe 
born at 8.55pm on the 31st July and weighing 
in at 7lb 10oz. Named after Kelly’s husband 
Richard’s Grandfathers.

Now we know she isn’t simply having the 
summer off work to enjoy sipping gin and 
tonic in her garden. 

On the contrary, we are all well aware that 
Kelly will have her hands full, all of the time, 
with little Thomas William. 

Everyone at Suzanne Sparrow Language 
School wishes Kelly and her husband Richard 
all the very best on their new arrival.  



in ConvErSATion WiTh SUzAnnE SpArroW lAnGUAGE SChool TEAChEr
loUiSE kinGdoM

When you’re not teaching what do you like 
to do with your spare time?
 
I practise Taekwondo a couple of times a 
week. I’m a blue belt at the moment. I also do 
dressmaking and crafty things like that. At the 
weekend I love going to car boot sales. 

 
have you taught English in any other 
countries?

I spent a winter teaching at a language school 
in Portugal. That’s the only time I’ve worked 
abroad but I’ve lived abroad as a language 
student. I studied French in Montpellier and 
Business Portuguese in São Paulo.

 
What do you consider to be your greatest 
achievement?

I think my biggest professional achievement 
was getting the Cambridge DELTA (a teaching 
qualification). All the DELTA results get printed 
in the EL Gazette (an industry magazine) and I 
felt quite proud when I saw my name. 

What do you like best about teaching at 
Suzanne Sparrow language School?

Meeting interesting people from all over 
the world. I like seeing the students gain 
confidence with their English and it’s great 
when someone passes an exam or gets 
accepted onto a course.
 

What is your top tip for English language 
students?

I think the best way to build your vocabulary 
is to read a lot. Don’t stop and look up a word 
you don’t know. Just keep reading. You will 
probably see the word again and again in 
context and will learn the word naturally. 

I think that’s how people tend to learn new 
words in their first language and it worked for 
me when I was learning Portuguese. It doesn’t 
have to be a great work of literature, just 
choose a book/magazine/blog that interests 
you.

Louise Kingdom, Teacher

In conversation with... 
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briTiSh FirEWork ChAMpionShipS 2016

The British Firework Championships have taken 
place in Plymouth since 1997.  The Championships 
have grown hugely and are now recognised as the 
premier annual display in the UK, attracting 10s of 
thousands of people to the City every August.

Plymouth’s natural amphitheatre is the perfect 
location for large scale pyrotechnics, which are 
viewed from a variety of points around the harbour 
and Sound. 

Each year six professional display companies 
are selected by draw to take part – three on each 
evening of the event -and every sixth year there 
is a Champions event when winners from the 

previous five years (plus the previous Champion-
of-Champions winner) return to battle it out for the 
overall title Champion-of-Champions.

Despite varying weather conditions over the years – 
and even a World War II bomb being found on the 
site – the event has successfully taken place every 
year since it started, although in 2012 (a Champion-
of-Champions year) the judges decided not to name 
a winner after gale force winds limited the scope 
of some of the displays on the second night. Star 
Fireworks won the re-run Champion of Champions 
event in 2013.

5

British Firework Championships
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Method

1. Heat the oven to 220C/200C fan/gas 7.
2. Brush both sides of the aubergine slices with 2 tbsp of the oil.
3. Lay on the baking sheets, season and bake for 15-20 mins until tender, turning once. 
4. Cook the lentils following the instructions on the pack
5. Heat the remaining oil in a large frying pan. 
6. Tip in the onions and garlic and cook until soft. 
7. Stir though the squash and the tomatoes.
8. Add ½ can of water. 
9. Simmer for 10-15 mins until the sauce has thickened. 
10. Stir in the lentils, basil and seasoning.
11. Spoon a layer of lentils into a small baking dish. 
12. Top with aubergine slices and repeat, finishing with a layer of aubergine. 
13. Scatter with mozzarella and bake for a further 15 mins until the cheese is golden and 

bubbling
14. Remove from oven and pour over 1 large can of condensed milk and allow to soak in 

before serving.  

7

Puy Lentils add to this low-calorie vegetarian bake with mozzerella cheese, tomato and 
basil sauce and roasted aubergines.

ingredients

• 2 aubergine  - cut into ½ cm slices lengthways
• 3 tbsp olive oil
• 140g Puy lentils
• 2 onions - finely chopped
• 3 garlic clove - finely chopped
• 300g cooked butternut squash
• 400g can chopped tomato
• ½ small pack basil leaves
• 125g ball of mozzarella, torn into small pieces

Seasonal Recipe 
of the Month

layered Aubergine & lentil bake
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Educare Idiomas
When Lorenzo Gonzalez visited Plymouth, 
looking for a school to work with his company 
Club Amistad and Educare Idiomas, he was 
introduced to Mrs Sparrow. They immediately 
realised that they were both fluent, but sadly 
in their own respective languages. 

Mrs Sparrow called upon the assistance 
of one of her language teachers, Amelia 
Rainbird, who kindly translated for Mrs 
Sparrow and Lorenzo. 

They had a productive meeting of minds and 
that same year Suzanne Sparrow Plymouth 
Language School received its first students 
from Educare, the educational company in 
Spain which was run by Lorenzo. 

That was 1979 (see picture below) and 
Suzanne Sparrow Language School have 
been receiving students from Educare ever 
since. 

Lorenzo’s son José Maria has now taken over 
the running of Educare Idiomas. 

Mrs Sparrow first met José when he was 2 
years old, when she visited the Gonzalez 
family in Madrid. 

Mrs Sparrow and José Maria’s mum Carmen 
became instant friends.

It was wonderful to see Carmen, José Maria 
and José Maria’s sister Maria at the school 
recently, along with the next generation!

L-R: José María Gonzalo, Lucía Gonzalo (baby), Mrs. Sparrow, Carmen Dueñas, María Gonzalo, Carmen Aparicio (baby)
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What’s on
CINEMA OTHER EVENTS
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MUSIC

hyrETh prESEnTEd by ySkynnA AEriAl 
dAnCE And ThE bArbiCAn ThEATrE
royal William yard and The barbican

Taking place at the Royal William Yard on 3, 
4 September and 17, 18 September, and on 
the Barbican Parade on 24 September.

Yskynna Aerial Dance return with their latest 
vertical wall dance piece.

The Cornish title Hyreth translates as ‘the 
essence of the place you are born and return 
to’. Yskynna use their extraordinary wall 
dance skills, defying gravity itself, to take 
the audience on a heart-stoppingly beautiful 
and unashamedly visual journey into our 
human longing for a place we can call home.

Free to attend. 

opEn Air CinEMA
royal William yard

Enjoy the authentic ‘Plymouth Arts Centre 
Experience’ at Royal William Yard, taking 
place on the green of the former Royal Navy 
yard, complete with bar offering wine, beer, 
soft drinks and cinema snacks.

• 15 September: The Big Lebowski (18)
• 16 September: Dirty Dancing (12)
• 17 September: Ghostbusters (15)

£8 standard ticket, £17 VIP tickets (including 
a chair in the VIP area with blanket, and a 
glass of Prosecco). 

Tickets available from the Box Office at 
Plymouth Arts Centre or by phone on 01752 
206114.

proMS on ThE pEninSUlA WiTh ThE 
plyMoUTh SyMphony orChESTrA
Mount Edgcumbe

Join the Plymouth Symphony Orchestra 
on Saturday 3rd September at 7.00pm for 
an outdoor prom concert at the beautiful 
Mount Edgcumbe Park, Torpoint.

There will be plenty of flag-waving to prom 
favourites such as Rule Britannia and Land 
of Hope and Glory and the concert will 
be compered by BBC Spotlight’s Victoria 
Graham and Simon McCoy from BBC News 
International. The evening will conclude with 
a spectacular firework display.

Concert goers are encouraged to bring a 
blanket and picnic and enjoy the beautiful 
surroundings of the impressive Mount 
Edgcumbe Park from 4.30pm. Food and 
drink, including a licensed bar, will be 
available on site.

Car parking is free and disabled parking is 
available.

Tickets are priced at £15 per person, children 
under 10 free. Tickets are on sale at Plymouth 
Tourist Information Centre, Torpoint 
Computer Shop, Piglets Haberdashery - 
Saltash, Bodmin Tourist Information Centre, 
Seasons Café Bistro - Liskeard and Kerry’s 
Music, Plymouth.
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SEAFOOD FESTIVAL

plyMoUTh SEAFood FESTivAl is back this month and is set to bring The Barbican and Sutton 
Harbour alive with entertainment, activities and dishes to celebrate the city’s fantastic seafood.

Plymouth was the first city in the world to be awarded the Fish2Fork Blue City status (in 2014) for 
its commitment to sourcing sustainable fish. 

Over Saturday 24th and Sunday 25th September from 10am till 5pm there will be opportunities 
to watch inspirational regional and celebrity chefs delight the visitors with their tantalising 
dishes at The Cookery Theatre and be entertained by foot stomping shanty bands performing 
throughout the weekend.

An array of food and drink traders will be lining the streets of Royal Parade, The Barbican and 
Quay Squares tempting visitors with a range of local produce including fresh fish, cheese and 
even something sweet.

Blue City awards range from one star to five stars. To win a one star award a city or community 
has to demonstrate at least 50 per cent of its restaurants have earned a blue fish rating. 

The system allows diners to rate restaurant sustainability themselves and is designed to reduce 
pressure on threatened stocks of fish and to improve the health of the marine environment.
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Through the Lens

Photo Competition
To see your photo here, enter our photo competition. 
The winner will have pride of place in our magazine.

Send your photos to thetimes@sparrow.co.uk

Jazmyn Richards Aged 5

Jazmyn shot this using her mum’s 
phone. 

Jazmyn’s mum is Rebecca 
Richards, our Admissions Officer. 

WinnEr!

This month’s winner 
of Through the Lens is 

Jazmyn Richards
Well done Jazmyn!


