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Web:     www.sparrow.co.uk
Magazine Email:   thetimes@sparrow.co.uk
Admissions Email:  study@sparrow.co.uk
Telephone:   +44 1752 222700

It gives me great pleasure in welcoming you to the 
School’s Spring Edition of the Sparrow Times.

The Spring Edition is packed with informative and 
entertaining news from the School.

We enjoyed a scrumptious and friendly international 
lunch and we share one of the dishes with you in our 
international recipe section. It really is delicious!

In our regular feature - In Conversation With - we feature  
the school’s new Programmes Manager – Charlotte Willis. 

Also featured is a double page spread of the Words & 
Music Festival that is sponsored by Suzanne Sparrow.

Welcome

As we move into spring my thoughts turn to this year’s  
Words and Music Festival. The 2017 festival is based 
around the ‘Roaring Twenties’. 

This was the time when the First World War was over 
and a new fresh beginning was in process. 

The music was crisp, jazzy and fun, matched with the 
‘tempo’ of the time. 

I hope to see you at this years festival.

Shayne House
Editor

Contact Us

Suzanne Sparrow
Chairman
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SUSAN BREAREY RETIRES
Susan, staff and students celebrate Susan’s 26 years at the school!
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IN CONVERSATION WITH...
In conversation with Charlotte Willis - Programmes Coordinator

What gets you out of bed in the 
morning?

I feel full of enthusiasm and excitement each 
morning because I really don’t know what 
to expect each day and everyday a different 
challenge arises and I learn something new. 

What is your biggest achievement to 
date – personal or professional?

I would say that my biggest achievement 
to date is demonstrated in how close-
knit and loving my immediate family are 
towards each other. For a long time it was 
just my mum, me and my three younger 
sisters and now we have two more recent 
additions to the family in the shape of my 
little niece and nephew. We have always 
been so supportive of each other and will all 
literally do anything we can to help or better 
one another and so I would say that, so far, 
my strong family bond has been my biggest 
achievement to date.

What does a typical day look like 
for you?

A typical day for me would be: Crawling out 
of bed first thing, coming into work and 
getting home early afternoon, then most 
days (weather dependant obviously) I put 
the lead on my little dog Missy and whisk 
her off to Mothercombe beach for a walk 
and a bit of rock climbing. Then I’ll go home 
and wait for my younger sisters to get home 
from school and help mum prepare the 
dinner. She’s a fantastic cook! Finally, our 
evenings are spent watching, mostly, crime 
dramas such as CSI or Hawaii 5 0.

if you could choose anyone, Who 
Would you pick as your mentor?

I would have to say Beyonce because she is 
a beautiful, successful, strong, Independent 
woman and I love everything about her. 

When Was the last time you laughed 
so hard you cried?

I absolutely love watching comedy shows 
and my favourite is An Idiot Abroad with 

Karl Pilkington. In series 3 he goes exploring 
with Warwick Davis; he absolutely terrorises 
the poor little guy and I couldn’t contain 
myself. I chuckled my way through the 
whole series and then watched it all again 
because I couldn’t get enough! 

What is your motto or personal 
mantra?

I don’t really have a motto but if anyone 
asked for some advice on life I would say 
that if you face challenges head-on and you 
carry yourself with pride and don’t take life 
too seriously, you will  live a fun and fulfilled 
life.

What’s your favourite line from a 
film?

“Shut that hole in your face!!” (From Titanic).

What is your guilty pleasure?

Well, I do have a very unhealthy obsession 
with Justin Bieber - but my most guilty 
pleasure would be that, everywhere I go, I 
sing! If I’m driving, the music is up full blast 
and I’m singing my heart out; While I’m in 
the bath or doing the washing up, I’m singing 
my heart out.



Students, teachers and friends come together to share an international lunch

INTERNATIONAL LUNCH2016

5



INTERNATIONAL RECIPE
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InGrEdIEnTS 

500g.of chicken
2 tablespoonfuls  of coriander seeds
1 tablespoonful  of cumin seeds
2 or 3 shallots
4 or 5 cloves of garlic
2 or 3 big red chillis(remove the seeds before 

using)
1 lemon grass
1 carton of coconut milk or cream

METhod

• Toast the seeds until fragrant and then crush together with the shallots, garlic and chilli
• Add the lemon grass and crush slightly
• Put some oil in a pan and heat. Fry the ingredients over a medium heat until the mixture 

starts to smell delicious
• Add the chicken and stir. Add a little water just to cover the chicken and season with salt and 

white pepper.
• When the chicken is cooked, add the coconut milk and keep stirring until it returns to the boil.
• Potatoes can be added either raw at the same time as the chicken or pre-cooked with the 

coconut milk
• It’s ready so please enjoy it.

Indonesian Curry
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WORDS & MUSIC FESTIVAL
FIlM

SoME lIKE IT hoT (12) 

Mon 22 May
19:00 Jill Craigie Cinema
£6/£4.20/Friends free 
Dir: Billy Wilder
Running time: 116 mins Cert: 12

Set in 1929, this cinema classic sees Jack 
Lemmon and Tony Curtis play musicians 
Gerry and Joe, witnesses to a Chicago mob 
murder (inspired by the St Valentine’s Day 
Massacre), who flee to Miami Beach Florida 
with an all-girl jazz band disguised as Daphne 
and Josephine. They meet Sugar (Marilyn 
Monroe) a down-on-her-luck ukulele player 
with her heart set on marrying a millionaire. 

Wilder prioritised story and script over 
cinematic flourishes, and the simplicity of 
his direction lets you wallow in a whip-smart 
script and performances that are impossible 
to find fault with. Introduced by Simon Ible, 
Director of Music, Peninsula Arts.

TAlK

dr JodY PATTErSon // rhAPSodIES In 
PAInT: ModErn ArT And ThE JAZZ AGE 

Tue 6 Jun
19:00 Jill Craigie Cinema
£6/£4.20/Friends free

Art and music have long engaged in 
cultural dialogue and exchange. This talk 
by Jody Patterson, Associate Professor and 
Programme Leader for Art History, Plymouth 
University, will address the impact of jazz 
music and the dynamics of improvisation on 
the development of modern art. 

From Kandinsky’s early abstractions to 
Matisse’s vibrant paper ‘cut-out’ collages, the 
new rhythms of jazz inspired artists to fuse 
European tradition with African American 
expression, pushing the conventional 
boundaries of painting. 

TAlK

ChrIS roBInSon // PlYMoUTh In ThE 
roArInG TWEnTIES

Wed 7 Jun
19:00 Jill Craigie Cinema
£6/£4.20/Friends free 

Artist, author and broadcaster, Chris 
Robinson, has been writing about Plymouth 
for 40 years. His lavishly illustrated talk 
will look at the music, theatre, sport, 
entertainment and politics of Plymouth in 
the Roaring Twenties.

MUSIC

KIT hESKETh-hArVEY And JAMES 
MCConnEl // noEl CoWArd And hIS 
lEGACY

Fri 9 Jun
19:30 Upper Lecture Theatre, Sherwell 
Centre
£10/£7

Cabaret duo Kit Hesketh-Harvey and James 
McConnel pay homage to ‘The Master’, 
performing many of Coward’s enduring 
songs, as well as some lesser-known 
gems. Join them for an evening of wit and 
sophistication.

MUSIC

PEnInSUlA ArTS SInFonIETTA // ThE 
roArInG TWEnTIES GAlA ConCErT

Sat 10 Jun
19:30 Minster Church of St Andrew
£13/£7 
Simon Ible conductor
Alwyn Mellor soprano
Alexander James Edwards tenor

Peninsula Arts Sinfonietta is joined by 
internationally praised star soprano, Alwyn 
Mellor, for this celebration of 1920s’ British 
and American music. The programme will 
include show songs by George Gerswin, Cole 
Porter, Richard Rodgers, Jerome Kern and 
Fats Waller. The orchestra items will include 
Vaughan Williams English Folksong Suite and 
Lonely Waters by E.J. Moeran.
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WORDS & MUSIC FESTIVAL
MUSIC

ThE roArInG TWEnTIES TEA dAnCE //
lIVE JAZZ PErForMEd BY ThE ArTdECo 
BAnd

Sun 11 Jun
16:00 The Ballroom, Duke of Cornwall Hotel
£17.50 (including afternoon tea)

Led by vocalist Steve Chisolm, for many 
years resident ‘crooner’ at the famous 
Burgh Island Hotel, ArtDeco recreates the 
authentic sounds of the jazz and ‘hot’ jazz 
bands of the 1920s. 

Join in, show off your Charleston and 
enjoy afternoon tea in the elegant Duke of 
Cornwall Ballroom. Period 1920s costumes 
invited but not essential.

SIMon IBlE – Words & Music Festival 
Artistic director

Simon Ible is Director of Music of Peninsula 
Arts, Plymouth University and Artistic 
Director and Conductor of Peninsula Arts 
Sinfonietta and Musical Director of the 
University of Plymouth Choral Society. He 
is co-director with Prof. Eduardo R Miranda 
of the Peninsula Arts Contemporary Music 
Festival.

Simon studied conducting in Germany with 
Klaus Donath and in London with Sir Colin 
Davis. Before joining Plymouth University, 
Simon spent 20 years conducting in Bath 
where he was Artistic Director and Resident 
Conductor of Bath City Orchestra directing 
year round concerts in Bath’s famous Pump 
Room, Guildhall and Assembly Rooms.

Simon has worked with many star 
performers including Dame Evelyn Glennie, 
Alison Balsom, Mark Padmore, Stephen 
Varcoe, Carlos Bonnell, Benjamin Luxon 
and Sarah Walker, CBE. He has conducted 
numerous world premieres including music 
by Stevie Wishart, Karen Wimhurst, Ben 
Bartlett, James Barrett, Linas Baltas and 
Paul K Joyce. His recordings include Nigel 
Shaw’s Dartmoor Symphony and Sound to 
Sea by Eduardo R Miranda.

KIT hESKETh-hArVEY & JAMES 
MCConnEll

Kit hesketh-harvey was educated as 
a cathedral chorister at Canterbury, at 
Tonbridge, and at Clare College, Cambridge, 
where he was a Choral Scholar under John 
Rutter, and a member of the Footlights.

After producing arts documentaries at 
BBC TV Music and Arts, he left to write 
screenplays for Merchant Ivory, including 
Maurice. Subsequent screenwriting has 
included Full Throttle and The Vicar Of 
Dibley for Tiger-Aspect, Hans Christian 
Andersen for Hallmark, and The Lost 
Explorer for Tim Walker.

James McConnell studied at the Royal 
College of Music. 

James has written three stage musicals, 
Inkle and Yarico (Edinburgh Festival, 
Sadlers Wells, Holders Season Barbados 
and Crampton Theatre, Washington DC),
Dr. Livingstone, I Presume… (Riverside 
Studios, London) with lyrics by Paul Leigh 
and The Canterville Ghost (Lyrics by 
Anthony Drewe). 

AlWYn MEllor 

Born in Lancashire, Alwyn Mellor sang 
Brünnhilde in Seattle Opera’s Bi-Centenary 
Der Ring des Nibelungen, a performance 
available on Avie CD. She has appeared 
with opera companies throughout the UK 
and North America and sings regularly in 
concert, recently making her debut with 
the Radio Filharmonisch Orkest in The 
Netherlands.

PEnInSUlA ArTS SInFonIETTA

The Peninsula Arts Sinfonietta comprises 
players from across Devon, Cornwall and 
Somerset. The Sinfonietta is in essence 
a flexible chamber orchestra, which 
allows it to be very versatile in terms of 
its programming. So while some of its 
performances will feature traditional 
classical repertoire, it can also explore 
innovative and experimental pieces borne 
out of the University’s world-leading 
research.
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WHAT’S ON

EVENTS

9

THEATRE

The royal William Yard Good Food 
Market: 1st Sunday of every month.

Experience fresh produce from local traders 
at our monthly market. Running on the 
1st Sunday of every month in the Factory 
Cooperage.

The ever popular market sees over 50 local 
food and drink stalls from across the region 
coming together in this stunning location 
to form one of the most successful food 
markets in Devon. 

A fantastic day out for all the family, there is 
always lots to see, do and taste! The market 
is organised by the people behind the highly 
popular Totnes Good Food Sunday. Come 
along and enjoy - everyone is welcome!

TAMErTon FolIoT MAY CArnIVAl
Saturday May 6th 2017

Carnival Timetable: 
11:30 Parade starts at top of hill 
12:00 Parade enters the main field. Lord 
Mayor declares Carnival open! 
12:30 Liskeard Silver Band 
13:00 Morris Dancing 
14:00 Dog Show 

Rides – bouncy castles and trains 
Owls – see and hold different types of owls 

The parade commences at the top of the hill 
at Cunningham Road. 

The Lord Mayor of Plymouth takes part in the 
parade, with the May Queen, Princess and 
Flower Girls being part of the procession. 

BIRMINGHAM ROYAL BALLET’S 
CIndErEllA:  Wed 8 -Sat 11 March
The lyric, Theatre royal, Plymouth.

David Bintley’s Cinderella is a glorious, 
award-winning celebration of ballet.

Living a life of drudgery and hardship with 
her cruel stepmother and stepsisters, 
Cinderella’s life changes dramatically on 
the evening of an extravagant party at the 
palace. With the help of her Fairy Godmother, 
dressed in a stunning gown, she arrives at 
the ball in a magical coach and charms the 
handsome Prince. Swept off her feet, they 
dance the night away but as the clock chimes 
midnight, will all Cinderella’s dreams come 
to an abrupt end..?

Praised by audiences and critics alike, 
Cinderella is a sure-fire mix of wonderful 
dance, spectacular scenery and a cast of 
characters that include mice, lizards and 
even a dancing frog, that capture every 
imagination.

Wno lA BohÈME 2017
Wed 19 & Fri 21 Apr 
The lyric, Theatre royal, Plymouth.

When Annabel Arden’s sensitive and 
insightful production was first performed in 
2012, it was welcomed with open arms by 
both audiences and critics. It’s a vivid portrait 
of bohemian life in Paris, enhanced with 
atmospheric projections. This production 
makes us think we are meeting Mimì, Rodolfo 
and friends for the first time, even if we’ve 
seen this utterly romantic opera before.

Sung in Italian with surtitles in English 
Running time approximately 2hrs 10 mins 
including one interval.

We have tickets available for Wno lA 
BohÈME 2017 & CIndErEllA. please email 
to reserve yours: sally.magee@sparrow.
co.uk (subJect to availability)
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WHAT’S ON

MUSIC 

roYAl WIllIAM YArd FESTIVAl
VArIoUS loCATIonS In ThE YArd 
SAT 27Th - SUn 28Th MAY

A multi stage festival, showcasing the very 
best music, local food and culture.

The festival will showcase some top West 
Country musical talent, and bring areas of 
the historic ex-naval victualling yard to life 
with beautiful classic cars, motor bikes and 
boats providing the backdrop to six stages, 
dotted around the yard offering an array of 
musical styles.

There will be a relaxed, Balearic-style 
sundowners bar and a main evening event in 
the Factory Cooperage with bands, DJs and a 
cabaret and cocktail bar.

There will be a host of great, locally caught 
street food on offer, including tasty treats 
from the Bigbury-based Oyster Shack and 
wine from the award-winning Sharpham 
Estate near Totnes via our own Le Vignoble.  

WordS And MUSIC FESTIVAl

SoME lIKE IT hoT / Mon 22 May / 19:00 Jill 
Craigie Cinema £6/£4.20/Friends free 

rhAPSodIES In PAInT: ModErn ArT And 
ThE JAZZ AGE / Tue 6 Jun / 19:00 Jill Craigie 
Cinema / £6/£4.20/Friends free

PlYMoUTh In ThE roArInG TWEnTIES 
/ Wed 7 Jun / 19:00 Jill Craigie Cinema / 
£6/£4.20/Friends free 

noEl CoWArd And hIS lEGACY / Fri 9 
Jun / 19:30 Upper Lecture Theatre, Sherwell 
Centre £10/£7

ThE roArInG TWEnTIES GAlA ConCErT
Sat 10 Jun / 19:30 Minster Church of St 
Andrew / £13/£7 

ThE roArInG TWEnTIES TEA dAnCE
Sun 11 Jun / 16:00 The Ballroom, Duke of 
Cornwall Hotel / £17.50 (including afternoon 
tea)
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THROUGH THE LENS


